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IDYLLIC FANTASY, 


What plaintive melodies are these, 
Sighing ’mid the shadowy trees? 

O minstrels say, 
Why do ye play so sadly? 
Is it that ye mourn the end of day 
And the dying sun behind the leas? 


Well-nigh your pipe and strings 
Murmur to me imperishable things, 
Enveiled rememberings 
Of incense-perfumed hours 
And evening-shaded bowers 
And gloamings of the heart. 
_Ah verily, 
Almost the tears start 
And I too 
Must mourn with you. 


Yet what is this, 
What mystery? 
For suddenly 

A gayer note I hear; 

Aye, something strikes my ear 
Like dancing feet 
Fairy-like and fleet, 

And redolent of delight. 

And now, 

What strange and joyous sight 
I see, for lo! 

Ye minstrels with your strains ye did evoke 

The blythe fairy folk. 
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